


If there is one name and date in Newfoundland history which
is etched in the collective once-national memory, it is that of
Beaumont-Hamel on July 1 of 1916; and if any numbers are
remembered, they are those of the eight-hundred who went
over the top in the third wave of the attack on that morning,
and of the sixty-eight unwounded present at muster some
twenty-four hours later®.

(Right above: Beaumont-Hamel: Looking from the British lines down the hill to Y Ravine
Cemetery which today stands atop part of the German front-line defences: The Danger
Tree is to the right in the photograph. — photograph taken in 2009)

(Right: A view of Hawthorn Ridge Cemetery Number 2 in the
Newfoundland Memorial Park at Beaumont-Hamel -
photograph from 2009(?))

*Perhaps ironically, the majority of the Battalion’s casualties
was to be incurred during the advance from the third line of
British trenches to the first line from where the attack proper
was to be made, and while struggling through British wire laid
to protect the British positions from any German attack.

There are other numbers of course: the fifty-
seven thousand British casualties incurred in
four hours on that same morning of which
nineteen-thousand were recorded as having
been killed in action or died of wounds.

It was to be the largest disaster ever in the
annals of the British Army...and, perhaps just
as depressing, the butchery of the Somme
was to continue for the next four and a half
months.

(Right: Beaumont-Hamel is a commune, not a village. -
photographs from 2010 and 2015)

In fact, Beaumont-Hamel was a commune - it still exists today
— at the time comprising two communities: Beaumont, a
village on the German side of the lines, and Hamel which was
behind those of the British. No-Man’s-Land, on which the
Newfoundland Memorial Park lies partially today, was on land
that separated Beaumont from Hamel.

(Right above: A grim, grainy image purporting to be Newfoundland dead awaiting burial
after Beaumont-Hamel — from...?)

(continued)
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The son of Joseph William Morris, schooner owner(?) before owner of a small store, and of
Sarah Jane Morris (deceased October 22, 1907) of Lower Island Cove, District of Bay de
Verde — he was also the youngest brother of Benjamin, Sophia, Mary-Ann, Joseph-William,
William-Robert, Hedley, William-John, Bertha and of Herbert who was to drown in Sydney
Harbour, leaving a wife and four children*.

*To whom Private Morris had been making a daily allowance from his pay.

Private Morris was reported as missing in action at Beaumont-Hamel on July 1, 1916, while
serving in ‘B’ Company during the fighting of the first day of the Somme. Some six months
later, on December 31, he was officially presumed dead*.

*This despite the eye-witness account of a Private Hudson (Regimental Number 931), in
hospital at the time he wrote his report, according to which Private Kenneth Morris had
been killed in action.

Private Morris bequeathed all his books and his Royal Black Sash (Orange
Society) to his nephew, Joseph Allen Morris, and the remainder of his
property to his father.

Kenneth Morris had enlisted at a declared twenty-seven years of age: date
of birth at Lower Island Cove, Newfoundland, March 27, 1889 (from the
Newfoundland Birth Register).

(The above photograph of Private Morris is from the Provincial Archives.)

Private Kenneth Morris was entitled to
the 1914-1915 Star, as well as to the
British War Medal (centre) and to the
Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War Medal)
(right).

ward A. 3
capt. Timewell, =2 London Gen. Hospital
Pay and Record Office, wandsworth,
58 Victoria St., Jan. 20/16

westminster
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Dear Siv:-

While at Gallipoli the @ M.S. of B Coy. took my Pay book in order to
enter the amount recelved from the Canteen there. Before he had received it
back from the officer who signed it t was sent away from the peninsula
stek.

Sergt. MclLeodthe thenw  M.S. of B Coy. was wounded shortly afterwards
and handed over the pay book to his successor Sergt, Jupp. At the time of
the evacuation of Suvla Sergt Jupp put all the pay books in his possession
bn his pack and sent off with the other packs. Up to the time of the
Reglment’s Lleaving Mudros the packs hadn't turned up. So 'm without a
pay book.

[ should be very much obliged if you would kindly arvange so that (
could receive the amount due me without the pay book. Within a very short
time ( shall be going to Brooklands and shall soon be able to get my
furlough.

Thanking You Ln anticipation
l remaLn
Yours faithfully
Kenneth Morrls
412 B Compa nwy
1/1 Newfoundland Regiment

The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca.
Last updated — February 11, 2023.
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