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INSTRUCTIONS.

1. These forms are to be completed in all cases of accidental or self-inflicted injuries, ixivolving a8
soldier’s ahsence from duty, whether due to the man's own act, or that of a comrade; or to other
extraneous circumstances. .

2. Where several casualties occur as the result of one accident, one furm is to be completed for
ench Officer or other rank injuved, but only one set of statements {from -the witnessesof “the accidént
néed B attiched. ) -

3. Full statements are {o be taken by an Offcer from the witnestes of the accident. These
statements will be signed by the witnesses making them, and by the Officer who takes them, and will
be forwarded with this Form. Where it is intended to take disciplinury action, copies of these
stntements should be retained by the Unit for use in lieu of & suminary of evidence, «

4. Where it is possible to obtain it, a statement from the injured man will also be forwarded.
This, however, should not be vsed as evidence against him in any subsequent. disciplinary proceedings.

Bpaecial Instructions as to Evidence in Cases of Self-nflicted Wounds,
5, Jr.these casos-tho stelements mentioned in paragraphs 2 snd 4 akove should bring out all

material points, eg., stascments to the effect that the witness.was-with tue-—necored stunding vithe 7

five #£8D (ot sitling {ne Tug-cal); that the accused was clesning his riflay pesition of saféty catch, -
mugazine, ete, if knevt ; nwiszle of rifle on toe of fook; hand on yaumzle , that accused pulled trigger;
that the rifle was afterwirds examined and an empty cartridge case was: frond in chamben;. that
aeeased wos seen to be woumied'; what accused said (“I have shot mysel™ *I ¢id udlkmow it was
loaded,” ete.). .

6.. - soldikr is spucial.y tained in the safe use of his rifle and revolver, nnd evidence of any neglect
of the ordinary precauiions as to their handling in such cases ususlly has ccosiderable bearing on the
question of pegligence. In cases of wilful self-wounding the fullest yossible evidence should be
obtained ; unless the evidenze is econclusive this charge.should not be used. The charge will therefore
usvally be laid under sec. 40 Army Act— Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military
discipline in wounding himsel” through. negligently handling' -« rifls,” anc.ini alternstive charge to this
effect should be made, even if the accused is to'be tried uwnder section 18 for wiful raiming.
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