>.u,e -ﬂlegx:mce ‘to His Majesty King’ aeorge the F 1£th, Hig ‘Heirs and Successors, and that-{
‘and [aithfully defend . His Majcsly Hig: Hexrs' nd SucceSsor 'Pexson, Crown and Dugmt “agair
] :._condmons of my. s serv1ce . 3

o T Recrmt aboxe named was cauuoned by me tha if he made any false ans'
1ab]e to be punished as provided in tlre Army Act-*

. 'The above questions were th 2-5 sad to the Recrurt in: my presenc

I have taken are that he und t ds each questlon, and that his'a;

- L : ’erttﬁcate rgf Approning Qﬂicer. ; :
I certlfy lhat th‘s_Attestanon of the above— med Recruxt is correct, nd pr operly ﬁlled{.\' in

to be afﬁxed in the presence’ of he Recnut.
’eRecrmt ‘has
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Ther Fir at, iy '
I‘rom:  Fo. 1768 Cpl. Thomas Jordan, Royal Hewfoundland Raglmate
Pear Sir: | | '

. In raquest to your lettar which I regeived tuoe-night
fndnwas glsd to besy from you sxl I am also glad that I am ono
of the boyas who are ziiwe %0 toll the tale and to give a 1ittle
sxperienca about the war ond slso the wy we werc treated in- .
Germany, but thero mre aquite & lot of the boys who wern prisoners
of war (id never como back bercsuse they were starved to desth ,
in Yeprmoeny so you ses we have s lot to be thunkful for,

© Well on April 14th 1917 -1 was tcken priscner by the
‘Germong at & 11ttle village onllied Monohy which 1s in front of
Arras, The first stunt was made Shore on Haster Mom sy 1917 by .
. a Sertch Division which proved u success. Thera wers sbout forty
thouscnd taken thot day emd I think thst Baster Monday game on. .~ .-
tha aigth or ninth of tho month and on the 14th wo mede ocur stunt
which nroved to be tho sasrifice of mony lives and which was nob
any cood - well 1t was good to o certain extent, as it gave in-
form tion to our boys who were left bakinié us $o fight the Lfoe. -

e S O T o e
. Whon takon st lionchy we were sdut bnek to the first little -
villege wh:re the. had their Dressing Stetion snd from thers we wore
taken a little further haek. - I-suppose the: thou:sht thst  that was

8 bit too hendy to keap ms «fter night so aftor sbout 6 o'elock
thare eame about 26 vlens or in other words csvalry snd took us
awey to a plece aalled Leusl znd we rasched there about 10 pems -
and we were sbont two hours standing on the street sfter we rvesched _
. there and some wer: lying &nd more were standihgsnd we wero all. =
 8tarving with the hunger :nd tired so wo got shove: in billetts there
f£:r the night snd got nothing to eat witil next morning and then we.
- got a ent of brosd each vhich meant qme mouthfull fa us ond a drop
of black cofifee without sugsr or milk £nd no batter on our -bresd and-
- at dinner we got berley soup bubt a very small portion about hulf pint
- aach for dinner ané Tfor tea mnothar out of broad sg we thought thet
awful but they ware troating ms well,  In the mesntime - becsuse they
thought the - wound find out a lot of inlformation from us so thet -
ig vhy they were tieating ms so well but when the: foumd out thet -~ =
they conld not get anythihg ous of us they soon shifted us frog there
in the moantlme we were only therae for sbout 3 or 4 days end thak S
they shifted us to an Fort in Lille which vas commonly cslleid the
lunge n of Lille. We reached thero about 7 p.m. end wore shoved =
in there until the next evining without sngthing to eat not even a
drink of water, =nd %he next evening came end we got 7 men in the oune
loaf ~f bread end the losf was about 2 pounds so you orm just im gine
how much camg to aazh man'a shere when it was divided wp. I ssw @
‘meny. a8 16 in the one loaf and a drop of black coffes without auger
or milk or butter snd for dlnner we would get sbout half z pint of
mangle soup -~ 1t vas made of mangle 2nd salt end was given us withe
out anything to drink 1t our of so we had to tear the lining out of .
our steel helméis and use them and they wera enough to poimon yom.
with ru-t cn: vefnt snd we d1d not even have a spoon to drink it vith
ond some.of tho boys 41d not hove a2 steel helmet to drink Rkmwhkil ous
of 80 the: Just had to wait until some one slse wa finighed to got
thel » helm1t and we Btayed thero for twe long weeks like that and
without a griataoat or blukkots or straw to lie down on nothing
but the cold gconoereto snd it was walking eway with insects me what
we had to do Iis doin until we got cold and then get up and walk
sround end heat our h nds until we got them arm snd themn lie dowm
and glv: someons wlse a changa to do tho same as yeu will lesrm
we wara packed in there like sardines &n o tin ond we had a bayrel

7 the sentre of tho room to use dring tho nlghit and dey we ewry




weoks we wero thero. until the dsy we

- air tight,. Thero was one winSow and th:t hed

every morning they weuld sprinkis a 1ot of lime fn 1% cné swownd i§
take eur ent-mmguthmt:&mﬂhgn that we wenis n:* S
amouthey end thers wasn't snmy wentd ahout ten irens sach way
ineh in sfze se yeu -

sorose it nnd eseh of these irons ware abent sne.

#a6_we hsd net very mmoh ohonae of getiing svey begamos we wers . -

watohed too wells  While we waze "tﬁlﬂ/*the'y_itéll-;llilﬁ'h--:baﬂlﬁ-ctéi‘k"- o

behind their 1ines beomuse they sent a mote 1o, our Bevernmnt snd 48d o

not get cny reply, so they s id we wounld kave tepmff:r fer omy .
Gwdggment!&néf th:y ssid wo could mmE write homs snd tell them howws
veZXe go tting t¥eated and’ they gave uspmmbiwigsx puper to write with
but the letters never went any farthe? than the “ermans hends, The

' romson why the> &1d that was te gses whgt ws would -~ Bay, btut we. did hot -

. -85y much beczuse we knew Wi we 4% not sey much because wo knew it

ealled Uswquin and there 1t wag Hell, = We ramohad thrre about 7 a.m.

Birig,  Prom there we wero sent to & nlsos

wash®$ sny goed %o 8ay

and the.groeund was severed with frost and the: sheved us In &m oll -
bern with ne rouf on 4t and we had nothing but the aky to cover our
heeds and tho sters wero shining with the bitter f-ost, =nd wo hald no
fire and no liszhis, and not even o Wleanket to egver owr selw e wp with
and ne coat we wars theors adewl two days bofore ve got anything to.
a8t and our shells wers passing ovar our heads 21l night leng sund all -
day. We £ié net know what miute wes our lsagt, and we were sent oux
every day to work »ain or shime it wag all the same, vith nothing 1o
eat but datidel¥on which we ple ed ourselives Ruring the day and tunnip
leaves which we would bring back to the billett with us and botl thenm
vith some sslts Se I was lueckys I only staysd thore dbont b dsys
and then I got shifted with e small working narty of shout 40 %o a
rlaeo eslled Aberconrt te work en the reads snd we were there about
two and a helf dsys without enything still to est and s6ill we had %o
work with s pick snéd shovel. S0 a"ter s time we got somm sowy sroup
which is well knevn in Serm:ny =8 = cholee dish but believe me 1t was
a d:mn poor dish bocamse it would give you < bout twerty five different
disense8. So at night slong eams our bread w¥ations bu - we dbd not get
any more, it seemsd to get smaller somehow] end our sm=ll drop of,ceffee _
as per ususl and some ofthe boys cslling them all -the square heads and i
all the devils in tho woxkd., PFinally we begen to speask about getting - -
some mor- food bacause we could net work on vh ¢ we wore getting, the -
only setisfection we got was thid we wore g (ing moras then their people -
wers getting In Germuny, so we could not say snyt ing elge and thers wee
ons of eur boys in Jail fer kicking agrinst vork :nd got 8 knock of'a =~
rifle over the head and back #nd the poor bey <id not have strength,
enongh 0 defand himself so “het ceuld he ¢o- in an‘!casa nothing but
raalise that he wa- a orisoner of war, But 1f ever * had my @8y back
agein the “ermens would nover hsve t:ken me & prisoner beesuse I would
h vo killed mygelf, it voul be batter for cnyone than to go throngh
what we went throughe It vas mere th will of God than anything else
that we oame through alright, After we wero thore for a coupls 9f
weoks we_hagpeaaﬁ_to b home in camp one day and it was r:ining and ve :
cold so mx 4 happened to toke s stroll our of tho bhillett in tho youl# -
and there wa: a little ceek house in the corner of ths yard, but 1t was
nevor uged ae I went in there But 1t was te look for -omething. {o.eat - ..
m r3 then snyt:ing else, $8,mee if I could find any potstosgpecls er sn
0ld turnip or something of that kind, but to my surprise I Fownd s Pritate
killing a dog himself 80 I asked him whot he was doing and he tele me .-~ -
that he was killing thet dog to eat and he told me to got ous which I &td..
But praying to God thot he was gone to see 1t he onld leave &hy of the -
dog so I eame back In the Bille¥s but never saild anything to my osli wntil
he went I kopt going down te msc if he was gore and when he went he lef%
nobhing but the head which ho shet the dog through so I eame besk and tay
and gkined and beiled in in two waters with mals mmd ate 1t znd I then
it was the sweotest thing T had sver eatad in my 1t¥e, and I saw Lokl
gotting domn in a toile® =na getting potkatos peels end gooking them
Salt and eatin: them I have dohie it mywolf, we hal to do sems thing a#
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would riot give us anything toc east. They wonld show it “%‘
anft walk agay &nd slugh at mx the fun they wore having with
Ake prisoners , Jus: imagine what we went through #ud what
we had to put up with2 mo one knows byt ourselves and Gods So
when we had 211 the work finished thers they shifted us to enother
place -ealled Bouchain whers we met some more of our boys and sbount
200 French, so after a few more days thore came about £00 mer: from
another plaee S0 when we all got together thero were about 700
of us =0 we were &Split up , some werc ssent to work on r:il-reads
and gome more on cocl boats whioh ran up ané de tis canal
and some more of us wers put bullding s new ammunition dumo and
dégging dugouts mnd it did not matter hail ruin or shine we would
bb at them emd then come home to our bikletta at 6 p.n. drowned to
ths skin and no fire to dry it snd got up the next morning and nut
out wat clothes on rnd go te work, end at night cover oursalves up
with a coupls of old sscks which we would stoel from semewhere

else :nd thon got up in the morning =nd get nothing but cold coffee

or your broakfast to go &0 work on, snd thon coma home &t noon

to a mengle soup and enme home for tea and have black coffee

and our next dayd - tions agailn snd st down and eat it and

have none for the next day agasin, seo it was the sme pregranme.

right through, so we staysd ¥here until the big stunt at Combrail

on the 20th of November 1917 =nd s week or so befere that stunt
cams off they picked ont a party of sbrut 40 men and sext them

t0 a place called Momchiecourt to work at munitions and I happenec
to be one of the Bunch, I as picked out for a c ok, ® I had &
couchie job for about a wesk and then thet stunt eams off and we
were ocalled back to Bouchain to go to Germeany, so the day befole

wa cama baok thers was ono of our planes came o er and bombed the
dump - nd killed oun of our hHoySe His name was Browk, @ we got
orders to Temevs %0 = placa called Denain end thero was supposed

to bs 1250 Russians came to relieve us asnd they 41d@ not comm, S0
we stayed at enain for a day and we hmd to return to Bouchain
again until they wounld come S0 & couple of days aftorwards they

came and we wers shifted to iensin again, So we stayed there over
night, ® we werc assnt to Germeny. We arrived there on the 2nd

of Dacember 1917 and we want to a c:mp ealied Schndidemnhl and

wa got nothin; but water thers were Russiasns dylng every day like
sheep with a s@ekness so we stasyed thors for tw -eeks and then we
were sant out to0 work with farmers angé lumber mer, and if any follow
had boots they wo-a tgkon from him «nd he was givn wooden clcgs in-~
stead =nd two 0dd sooks znd an old German lilitary cap with ne bib
to ite It was Jost & rou d cap to stick on three hairs smd youm
bat it was cold =nd two odd mits to put on our hands as they wounld
eall them h:ind shoe :nd aftor we were out . little whiles ‘e had to
got old sscks to worp aroynd our feet, =nd we hed h rdly any clothes
to kesp us werm, anéd it 1Is sractically th: same climate a8 we have
at home and arounnd differnnt parts of C:nada.About thres to four feset
of snow an@ Sometimes more a2nd sometimes less and ukanty of frost
with it sometimes as lo 8 30 so I stayed on the first working
@ormando thres monthe and then we wer, sant bask to the camp agein
owing to the Spring opening ' nd they wanted us for ths firm work.
Thero wore about 18 of us on that sommando 8o about the 16th of lisrch
we waye all sent beck byt 6 and thoy wore kept there to work on his
Tarm s0 ' hen we came back to the capp we wers put in billetts and kept
there for & weok and thon we wer: sent out on £ rms to work, but we
d1dn't 211 go out togaether, we wer: sent out in ones twos end throes
80 the plree where I was sent was snother English 6bap #ent with me
and@ wa went to & farm where thare was 18 Russians o you bet it was
hell for & while, for tho si ple reasen that they bla ed Englend for
going to war with Germuny and mseking =211 the trouble and snother
reason the Bussians were better —rkers than the Fnglish becsuse

i1t 41dn't matter whut a Germesn asked a Russisn to do they womld do
it a2nd they asked them to worj all night and day they would do 1t,
whereas en Englishman would not do it and they - onld be kicking mp
hell all the time about the foo¢ and the Russians would work
without anything to eat as long as 1t was a Gorman who asked him to
do o and as ou all know un Ebglishmen ‘will be led p I will not

be driven, whereas the Rusei:ns will he ariven as you know 1% is

&



s‘omqthingl of ‘the Germans #tyle, and where will you find s .
German Offloer in a stunt? behind of course end not in frent  °
the ‘mame as you will find and: English Offiser in from$ er o¥- ‘
least in moat cames you will aimokgmx, shi win ¥ 413 ‘the Bussisns
a0 in 1917 sna 1918, they voluntesr te go to Franse and dig
trenehes for the Germans because they gave them & -mexk a day
and a loaf of bread each, where would you £ind en Englighmsn ¥e
de tha$ =mnd they were suppomed to be ore of our Alllies and they
ware almost as bad as the Wermans because they were:always going
with stories about the English and 1t didn't mmtter whems the..
Russians wanted to go they would give thom & puss gnd M ¢ them
go alene without any guard whoreas they would be watohing the .
English se that they would net kove snywhere, all you wanteld
to bo in Germsny was & Bussian and they would go out to town on
Sunday snd bring thveée snd fomr loaves of bread that the Germans
would give them but give an Englishmen nothing whereas some
people sald since the war is ovor everything would be mash better
if the Germans had won this war., But thess ars only paople whe
know nothinge. I would like to see some of the people in Gaermany
for about %0 years : hile the wer was on and tweated like these
poor Belgian znd Frenoh psopls and that would tesch them a lesgon
and now to finish sbout that working pmriy. I went on wwith the
18 Russians muself end the other chap there were two Englishmen
sbout a m le away from where we wers 80 ons Sunday we stole mway
and went over to see them, of course when we came beok we found
that one of the Russisns had gons and told the gucrd thet we had
‘gone_over to tho other village and the gusrds wero wild and cursed
the Shglisimem, we szid nothing until =fter the guard was gono
80 then the fun began, the other Englishman got into the Russian
and half killad him for telling the guward sbout us going awey s
there was anothar dug in afterwards so he half kilied the tw of
them rnd then that ke t the rest of them quite for a while asmni
then the guard came dovn sgsin =nd gave us hell so we wers a8 used
to getting tongue banged and kicked we did not mind him so gll
the Russians and Gormens hed a brosting and the conclusion they
came 'to wag8 to Bake down tho slove which wes in the billett where
we ussd to cook ounr atuff and as you will learn we were g t ing
our parcsls at that time from the Hed Cross so after a Ffew days
it came %o rain snd it reined all day and ths Bugsisns got wet and
then they had no fire to dry their olothes and no other to change
8o they hed to gat th- atove put up again xe abount a wesk after
that we had anothsr »vow with the guerd - well the rea:son for thet .
was that we were about flve weeks sowlng potatoes and there were
16 girls sowing so uyself and the other English chap hed $o warry
4 btushely sacks all day long from dayligzht to dark and of course
there was a Russian with us, but every day the Buasisn would be
changed and a differont one put on but +the 'bglishmen was nevor
changed snd we had to earry the sacks about three to four mnidred
yoars s0 smturslly on: dsy we asked the guard his reason for
not giving us a rest as well as the Russians so he started in
a8 per u.ual cursing and roaring at us thinking he would frighten
us, but he 8idn't and I was standing beside him snd the other chap
was in the car with a fork he was ZAMling 8scks at the tim so0
the guard was going to hit me with the »ifle over the head so I
821d to myself safety firat, so I oaught one of the sticks out of
the c:r and the other chap got the fork and then he got tho winé
up and took down his rifle snd put 5 rounds in 1t and then he
put it 4p to fimé ar us dbut he got feint hearted snd would nat
shoot us 80 then he left us alone and went home to the fL:rmers
house snd sent another guard with and he wrote 2 lo tter to the
offiger in charge of the camp ebout us, = = couple of dsys afterwe
wards we wers gent In to the ocamp, expecting that we would get
put In Jeil for refusing to work but we did not se we stayed in
this for zbout a week and then wae got split. I was sent out on
& one men Job with a Pélish weman :orking on & farm, the women was
shout 25 anié indeed she was very nioe and she looked after me well
‘she only had about 20 mongzus which 18t in English 4 akens and
thers wamn't an{eman there so I was my own boss she 2B48% her
husband in Ootober 1914 so she was all alone so I staysd there
until the Armistice was Bigned and about thres wecks befors
the Armistics was signed thers vas & Revolution in é of the
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b o8t towns in Garmany. Piyet the Kutn ot ovex to Holland
then the CGrown Prince followsd Lundendur® and Rindenbwrg

_alae followed and then all the soldleys toek down theiy sap
badges and torxe off their ehculder sivaps and refused % go

to the ftwonohes so whot counld thay do ut m ke pesae as quic :
as the aould to mave thely own cownkyy from destynotien 8o affer
the sy¥migtice wam about 8 weok migned we =ll left and game baek to é
the oamp whioh took us s day and 8 half to roach the Camp by Reid -
S50 we we¥s kept in gamp foy ~bout a weak ond then there wee about 4@
1200 of s sent to Vermmyk o embsrk for England and when we L
reaghed there thexe wam s Danish Red Cross boat waiting fox us mo
ve left theve about 3 p.m.; in the aftemmoon and 1% took ws sbout .
B days te come saross owing to mines and we landed at Leath and we -
- got & lovaly veception there the beet the soldl ers aver get so v
- we only stayed thers while we weras estiilng =nd then we were sent to
Ripon, We only stayed thers for sbout two days and then I was

gent to our Depots when I wsas grantea two montha leavo ao I R
think this is all for now. -

. Bxperienos from one who knows,

E' JI'J._.
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