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C i tons to be dir to the
GHIEF FIVIISTEI & OFFICER 1/ RECORDS,

and the following rco quoted : - ME M o'. R AN DUM.
e | No.8211/347/R.&.C. -

From To

PAY AND RECORD OFFICE, Hon. Minister of Militila,
‘58, VICTORIA STREET, St. Jonn's,
Louﬁoﬁ. S.W. Newfoundland.
24th May, 1018 .

SUBJEGCT : ' ‘ REPLY

LT.-COL. JAMES PORBES-ROBERTSON. | Dated June 20th, 1918,8
V.Go’ D.S'o.’ M.o.

Reference Nos. |

| Plosso retarn QRIGINAL sn roisin BUPLIGATE.

Ha.ving regard to this 0f‘ficer'$
late command of the lst Battin,
the fact of his recent additional
award was consldered of sufficient

_interest to you to call for the Copies of the details
following telegram: of the deed for whigh ILi-Cole
1 Forbed-Robertson, 3&90,3:3”' %
"Lt.~Col.~- Forbes-Robertson- Zowon. the:Vielorja CT88, L.b., o
*D.S.0.- Bar- and- M.C.- bave been sent to the public pras:
"formerly- 0.C.~ lst Bn.- has | ag I felt sure that the general
"been- awarded- Victoria ‘I publio would be greatly inte:.‘.'
"Cross-" in this gallant o:tfieer's -
“ﬁi&tin@‘kfﬁﬁ“ Thowing:
Relative particulars appear £or-some” time‘““be‘en eozmeeted i Ja1
in the Supplement of the London . the Royal Newfdundland Regiment.

Gazette No. 30697/8087 of 21/5/18,
of which you will doubtless
recelve a copy ln dus course.
Meanwhile extract is appended,

please. .
"Capt. (A.th.—Gol.) James Forbes- A

Robertson, D.S.0., M.C., Bord.R.

(Awarded V.C.) : Lisut., Colonel,
For most consplcuous bravery Chief Staff officer,
whilst commanding his battalion for Minister of Militia,

during the heavy fighting.
Through his quick judgment,
resource, untiring energy and
magniflicent example, Lt.-Col.
Forbes-Robertaon on four separat
occaslons saved the line from j
breaking and averted a sltuation
which might have had the most
serious and far reaching results.
On the first occasion, when
‘troops in front were falling back), ’ B
tn full view of she enemy, under
heavy machine-gun and eleose
C e he made a rapid reconnaissance on
“#wies | horse~-back, in full view of the
enemy; under heavy machine-gun
- #4we and olose range shell fire.
‘He then organised and, still
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Minute I, contlinued.

mounted, led a counter-attack which
was completely successful in re-

- eatablishing our line. When his

horse was ghot under him he continued
on foot.
Later on the same day, when

- -troops to. the: left of his.line were
giving way, he went to that flank

and checked and steadied the line,
inspiring confidence by his splendid
coolness and disregard of personal
danger. Hls horse was wounded three
times and he was thrown five times.
The .following day, when the
‘troops on both his flanks were forced

* to retire, he formed a post at

battalion headquariers and with his

-battalion still held his ground,

thereby covering the retreat of_ troops .
on his flanks. Under yihe)heaylest
- fire this gallant off 8

himself when collecting pairties,
organising and encouraging. :

On a. subsequent occasion, when
troops were retiring on hils left and
the condition of things on his right
were obscure, he agaln saved the
sltuation by his magnificent example
and cool Judgment. Losing a second
horse, he céntinued alone on foot
until he had establised a line to
which his own troops could wilthdraw

and so conform to the general situation.”

‘Majlor,
Chief Paymaster & O. i/c Records.
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Extract® from Telegram reseived from Londen, dated

My 23,1918,

Lieut. Col. Forhes Robertson D.S.0, Ber & M.C. formerly
0.C. 18t Battelion has been.awarded Visteris Cross.




Prime Ministerts Offico,
' 8t. Jolinte, Newfoundlend.
| t 4th. Tarch 1818, .

I hawe to acknowloedgo the »e00ipt of yowr commnication of :

Fobmillry 252d. with roferened to tho removal from comrand of the
lst and 2nd Battalicns of tho Reyal Newfowndland Rogiment of meuﬁc';;
Col, Aol Hatow, Colf.l., and Liout, 001, " Thitakser and the transfﬁi
of Lisus. Col. Forbes Tobortson £xom tho 1lat Bubtalion, Royal Eeﬁfazti
=lang Regiment, to the %h 8 tisldon Hiddlssox Resinont.

1 am quiss in accordmmaa with your suggestion that ~ letter of
aprroelatlon of the ancsllent work of theass officers whila i:onnﬁctasi,;

#ith our Regimont should be sont them, and 1% micht porhapn be well

3L you sould wnderteke $his dusy fs Acting Miniator of Militis,
I should bo vory glad %o recidve o oopy of the lettern when they

aro roady. -
I hawve tha honou G0 Lo,
Sir,.

Your obeodioni survani,

{8z} TLF,Lioyd

Paime Hinlater,

JeEBannett  Baq .,

Acting Minleter

of Yiitis,




Bxtract of :elegram from Major Yimewell,

received “ag 30,1917,

Publle investiture takes place June 2nd, Hyde Park
by H.M. The King, will inelude.

Major Forbes Robert=on.

Dimtinguished Servige Order, Milltary Cross
Original in M-37.
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A W A R D, o
' June 5, 1917,

" By Lieut.Col.Sir. W.E.Davidson,K.C.M.G,,0fficer Comdg.

Major (Tempt.Lt;Gol) Forbes Robertson
Has been awarded Distinguished Service Order
and Military Cross.
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Bte of?kward.

A

Authodty ' Daily Orders 1lst Bn. 5/5/17

Reference. London Gazette 18/6/17

"For conspicious gallantry and devotion to duty when
in command of his TDbattalion during an enemy attack
-He collected all the men he could find and taking s
up a position on the out-skirts of the willage brought.
the hostile advance to an end by his fire. . Ee un-
doubtedly saved a very critical shbbision by his
promptness, bravery and example.”

88th Brigede Lists.

"On April 14th after defeating & attack the enemy
were advancing on Monehy. Lt. Col. Porbes-Robertson

a8 soon as he realised the danger to the village

at once collected all the men he could find and taking
up a position on the outskirts of the wvillage brought
the hosgtile advance to - and end by his fire,

He undoubtedly saved a very ctitical situation by

his promptness, bravery and example.”




to Gapt. Timewsll.
~ (nent 20 October 1916)
Following for Radow begins -

Serious reports spreading tactlessness Forbes
,Rbbértsong

Please advise if suitable for present pesition.
Ends.

Governor. o




" Per information.

81 Get. 19218, : Governer.
Ne. Gﬁa.

Cede Telograr from Uapt. Timewsll,
+ {peed. 81 Gotober 1918)

Yeur Telegram 20th October (No. 220)

Following Telogran sent at reguest of lHadow:
Consider Porbes liohertson mest suitable for present
post and services to Regiment quite satisfaoctory.

Small diffarences should be ensily %ﬁjustéd if complains
were invarisbly made to me fnstesd of anreading reperts
at home.

¥ 5.‘}'4“,:;

$iDe wade

Gode Telegram to Uapt. Timeweil.

{sent 20O Getober 19814) %
Following for Hadow beging- - _§
Serious reports spreading tactlessness Forbes :
Robertsen. |
Ploase advise If suitable for present positien é
oends.

Governor. , R




APPOINTMENTS.

Extract of Regimental Order dated July 18, 1916.
By Liewt.Col.8ir.W.E,Davidson,K.C.M.G.,0fficer Comdg.

Ve temal v mememem e
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IST. BATTALION NOTE FROM ARTHUR STEEL MAITLAID, ESQ.,

"Dear Sir. Walter:- You will be glad to know that Immve just
heard from Colonel Hadow that Captain Forbes Robertson of the Border
 Regiment joined the Newfoundled Contingent on the 15th insteat,

a8:Second in Command.




